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June 7, 2016 

 

The Village of Goehner Board of Trustees met in open and regular session on June 7, 2016, at the 

Goehner Fire Hall, as posted in three places in the Village.  Chairperson Knisley announced the 

location of the OPEN MEETINGS ACT POSTER. The meeting was called to order by 

Chairperson Knisley at 7:30 p.m., at the Goehner Fire Hall. Upon roll call, the following board 

members were present: Knisley, Wagner, Dodson, Ulch and Ostrander.   

CONSENT AGENDA: Trustee Ostrander moved to approve the consent agenda, with 

second by Trustee Ostrander.  No discussion.  RCV: Aye-Trustee Dodson, Wagner, Ulch, 

Ostrander and Knisley. Motion carried.  
SEWARD COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT RESOLUTION 229: To Approve Vision 

Statement and Guiding Principles. Ulch made a motion to adopt Resolution 229, with second by Ostrander. 

No discussion.  RCV: Aye-Trustee Dodson, Wagner, Ulch, Ostrander and Knisley. Motion 

carried. 

JEO STUDY OF THE LIFT STATION-Next Steps and Action Items: There was general 

discussion of a generator. George said there is a generator in the shop for the sewer system but 

only one PTO tractor to share between the two generators. The Trustees reviewed the quote from 

HTM and discussed what could be removed and/or added. They thought they could remove the 

bluetooth, dialer, control panel, but add the additional cost for the correct motors. They discussed 

getting new motors, pumps, piping, check valves, and new floats. Their rough estimate from 

HTM would be $17, 104, not including labor, piping, or electric. Ulch will need to give an 

estimate for electrical work. Chairman Knisley will call HTM to discuss the quote.  

REVIEW ORDINANCE 151.185 & 151.186 MOVING BUILDING: There was 

discussion of the risk of removing the ordinance. There was agreement that some regulation needs 

to be in place. Wagner said to enforce it for now. There was not agreement in the group, and it 

will be moved to the next meeting.  

ZONING: Collins wants to put up a new building and said he is taking down another one. 

Rafferty interjected and argued that that he was not going to get rid of two of his building. The 

Trustees said that he has previously agreed to get rid of two of them. There can only be two 

buildings on a property. Regarding Collins, the home owner should still do a building permit with 

no cost regarding this size of shed, since it is small enough that no fee is required, to ensure that 

there is better documentation. 

ORDINANCE CODIFICATION: Table until July 2016 as they have not yet been 

prepared Mullally.  

TRAFFIC: No Report 

SOLID WASTE: 755 lbs 4/6/16, 1435 lbs 4/20/2016, 1358 5/4/2016, 1616 lbs 5/18/2016 

for recycling. 

STREET WATER SEWER:  Church wants to hook up to 6” to the 4” main. They want to 

hook up to the 4” in two places on John and combine into one 4” pipe. They will put a “T” in two 

places. The 4” is for the sprinklers and the 2” will be for the rest of the property. The north well 

house got hit by lightning. It took out the lighting arrestor and the relay. The Trustees want to see 

a drawing.  

The teeter totter posts are broken. They discussed replacement with steel. George said 

there will be extra dirt from the new house on Clarissa if anyone in town would like to have it.  

CLERK REPORT:  

The EMC insurance claim for the Village buildings is still open and needs to be addressed. 

Wagner offered to help with the bids. Jamie said he would forward the claim information to him. 
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Howe offered to put a proposal together for the paper and online for a solicitation of bids and to 

list Wagner as the primary contact.  

JEO Water Run-off: Howe contacted Scott Cowles at JEO. He said he was going to have 

another engineer contact Howe. 

Bayer has not paid their building permit for the greenhouses from January and has billed 

them three times both electronically and by mail. Howe will bill them one last time before filing a 

lien in case the last contact has left.  

Wagner made a motion with second by Ostrander to discuss the Clerk’s Transition and 

review the application in closed session. Trustees entered at 8:47 p.m. and exited at 8:57. Trustees 

asked Howe to continue adds for the Clerk-Trustee position.  

Rafferty said that sometimes the limbs are hanging low in town. He said that he is 

trimming his apple trees.  

He said he came to an agreement with Blackwell regarding the neighbor’s property and 

Rafferty didn’t tell anyone.  He said there was misinformation regarding who was clearing the 

tree from the property. Rafferty continued to discuss limbs hanging.  The Trustees said that it is 

the property’s owner to trim their properties. Rafferty named several properties in town where he 

thought they should clear their trees. Clerk Howe can add a note for Tree in the newsletter.  

He said he had an agreement with Blackwell last fall and Rafferty was getting bids to 

remove the tree. He said the tree in the back yard was also a problem. Rafferty said that Blackwell 

asked him to get bids. Rafferty said one company didn’t call him back. Rafferty said when he saw 

Jerry Spelling down at Skinner’s property last month, he asked them how much it would take to 

remove the limb and they said $50. He asked what it would take to get rid of the tree.  He paid 

them $50 to cut down the tree. He said he didn’t call that day to talk to Blackwell before cutting 

down the tree.  

He said Kris, the renter, came over. Rafferty acknowledged that no one had notified Kris 

and didn’t feel that she had any right for notification since she didn’t own the place. He said that 

Kris had found someone to find the property after the fact. The wood set there. Finally, George 

cleaned up the property. The Trustees read Rafferty the ordinance 130.04 regarding cutting the 

other owner’s trees. The ordinance said Rafferty would need written permission to cut down a 

neighbor’s property. Rafferty was reminded that there is a right way to handle business and good 

communication could have avoided this better problem.  

Rafferty said that building closest to the propane tank is coming down because it has a 

whole in the roof. 

Trustees reminded Rafferty that requests for council need to be sent through the Chairman 

as Mullally represents the Village and not an individual resident.  

 Motion to adjourn at 9:12 p.m.by Ulch second Wagner.  

 

Julie Howe 

Clerk/Treasurer 

 

 


